
The following is a summary of the September 14, 2017, Combined Conference and Regular 

Meeting of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

James Pitingolo reported on the following: 

 

 Though it’s only the second week of school, Governor Livingston Fall athletes have put in a 

lot of hard work in the preseason that is already beginning to show!  The athletic season is off 

to a fast start; on that day alone, there were varsity games in Girls and Boys Soccer, 

Volleyball, and Girls Tennis. 

 

 The GL Boys Soccer team started off the season well with a 2-1 win against Summit last 

Thursday, giving them a 1-0 record as they headed into their game with Arthur L. Johnson. 

 

 The Highlander Girls Soccer squad had a great season-opening opening victory, 3-2 over 

Pequannock, and is working hard to improve on its 1-3 record as they face off against Scotch 

Plains-Fanwood. 

 

 The Governor Livingston Volleyball team is 3-0, thanks to two exciting wins against Johnson 

and Hillside this past week and a thrilling 2-1 win over Benedictine Academy!  The girls are 

looking forward to a strong and competitive season. 

 

 If you’ve seen a group of red-faced high school students speeding through town on a run, it’s 

probably the Cross Country team training hard for their season.  This past weekend, 

sophomore Victoria Vanriele won the Cherokee Invitational Meet, a 3200-meter race.  The 

GL Cross Country squad will compete this weekend at the St. Dominic’s invitational. 

 

 The turf field and track at Governor Livingston are under construction, but that didn’t stop 

our students as they cheered on the GL Varsity Football team against Voorhees last  

Saturday at Kean University.  Though it was a tough loss for the team, spirits were high as  

the “Highlander Horsemen” were decked out in Hawaiian clothes and leis in support. 

 

 The Highlander Girls Tennis has started off well with a 3-2 record. GL had an exciting 4-1 

win against Plainfield on September 12th and is looking to keep its record up, continuing 

with their match against Cranford. 

 

 The GLHS Field Hockey team is also off to a good start with a 2-1 record. The Highlanders 

posted a 4-1 victory over Columbia High School on September 11th, thanks to a hat trick by 

senior Marisa Iossa.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Mikayla Sanchez reported on the following: 

 

 Mikayla Sanchez, a junior at Governor Livingston High School, introduced herself as the 

new Student Representative to the Board of Education and shared some information about 

some of the activities in which she participates at GLHS. 

 

 As classes commence and students start to get back to their school schedule, clubs and 

activities are beginning to meet and attract new members.   

 

 Student Auxiliary, Interact, and the Red Cross Club are off to a great start and have held both 

executive board meetings and general meetings in the days leading up to school as well as 

this week.  These clubs discussed upcoming fundraising ideas and are preparing for the Club 

Expo, which will be held September 28th during lunch in the GL Blue Gym.  

 

 Student Auxiliary has been discussing fundraising efforts for Hurricane Harvey and Irma 

victims, and the GL TREND organization is beginning to plan for trips to Columbia Middle 

School and Deerfield School in addition to planning for its “meet and greet” event.   

 

 Link Crew members began training at the end of last school year in preparation for 

Orientation, which proved to be a great success for the members of the incoming Freshman 

class in August.   

 

 Student Council started the year off strong with individual class meetings as well as a full 

Council meeting to discuss upcoming events.  Student Council is also currently conducting 

Spirit Week, during which many students have participated and showed their GL spirit.  

 

 During Spirit Week, Student Council and the staff of The Claymore, the school’s Yearbook, 

have teamed up to hold a fundraiser called “Coins for the Claymore” in which each class has 

a container to raise money and the class that raises the most money splits the earnings with 

the Yearbook, benefitting both activities.   

 

 On September 12th, Yearbook students also helped with setting up the Class of 2018 picture 

on the grass field.  Although this is not the typical field on which the class picture is usually 

taken, members plan on Photoshopping the picture onto Frey Field once construction there is 

completed.  

 

 More fundraising and activities will occur throughout the year as clubs begin to hold their 

regular meetings. 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Mrs. Judith Rattner, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

 The Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at Governor Livingston High School dates 

back forty years to 1977, when mainstreaming was becoming more prevalent. 

 

In the meantime, the Rubella epidemic had resulted in a large number of deaf students in the 

state who were about to become high school aged. That is when a parent from Mountainside 

(Mrs. Anderson), along with other parents of young deaf and hard of hearing students, went 

to Trenton to request that the Department of Education establish a mainstream program to 

give their children options other than the Marie Katzenbach (residential) School for the Deaf 

in Trenton.  

 

The steadfast efforts of these parents paid off, and soon afterward the NJDOE awarded the 

former Union County Regional High School District, along with a school district in Bergen 

County (Midland Park), with a special grant to become the first two mainstream high school 

programs for deaf and hard of hearing students in New Jersey.  

 

Governor Livingston High School - with one teacher, Mrs. Alice Johansen, and one student - 

began that program which would grow to almost fifty D/HH students at one point.  The 

program has a long, rich history which has evolved and grown through these many years to 

become a well-respected program for the education of deaf and hard of hearing students in 

the tri-state area. 

 

The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program at Governor Livingston inspired the creation of three 

full years of American Sign Language as a World Language course, and it motivated many 

hearing GL graduates to become interpreters, teachers of the deaf, counselors for the deaf, 

and speech therapists, not to mention the hundreds of deaf and hard of hearing students who 

have gone on to excel in a multitude of professions throughout the United States.   

 

Therefore, it is with great pride that we congratulate the Program for the Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing for forty years of excellence and forty years of inspiration to the Governor 

Livingston High School community. 

 

In May of 2017, the Percussion Workshop for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing program was 

honored with the New Jersey School Boards Association’s Innovations in Special Education 

Award, which honors the achievements of our state’s students with special needs as well as 

the efforts of their educators and parents.  
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

Under the collaborative efforts of the district’s professional staff, Percussion Workshop was 

conceived and initiated in 2013, started initially as an extra-curricular activity by Mr. Chris 

Colaneri, and eventually became a full course at the high school.  This course can be taken in 

two semesters and fulfills the fine arts requirement for the students enrolled in the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing program. With the assistance of the educational interpreters, the students 

work under the direction of one of the district’s certified music teachers and, through his/her 

expertise, the students learn the techniques necessary to engage with various percussion 

instruments as they feel the vibrations of the instruments to create and play music.  

 

Mr. Josef Ellis, who presently teaches Percussion Workshop course at GL, reports that the 

students thoroughly enjoy the program and “come to life” in class.  This course also allows 

the students to become a more integral part of the school community. 

 

The D/HH Percussion Workshop students performed at the Union County Teen Arts Festival 

and Union County Showcase in the spring of 2017.  Furthermore, the students, interpreters, 

administrators, and instructor involved in Percussion Workshop have been invited to perform 

at the New Jersey School Boards Association’s Fall Conference in October.  Students will 

travel to Atlantic City and demonstrate the skills they have learned through an engaging 

performance for conference attendees. 

 

 Four members of the Governor Livingston High School Class of 2018 have been named as 

Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship program: Renee Barbosa, James Pitingolo, 

Chen Song, and Victoria Zhou. 

 

 Mr. Kevin Morra, District Supervisor of Special Education, provided the Harassment, 

Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) Self-Assessment report for the Berkeley Heights Public 

Schools.  Please click here to learn more about this presentation. 

 

 Ms. Ashley Janosko, District Director of Guidance, delivered a presentation titled: 

“Elementary Counselor Programs – Meeting the Needs of K-5 Students and Parents.” 

To find out more about this report, please click here. 

 

 Back-to-School Nights were held at the district’s Elementary Schools during the week of 

September 11th.  Columbia Middle School will host its Back-to-School Night on Tuesday, 

September 19th. 

 

 In-Service Day for district staff members will be held on Friday, September 22nd. 

 

 Mrs. Rattner will conduct the first of her 2017-2018 “Superintendent’s Chats” on Monday, 

September 25th at Governor Livingston. 

 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/4/2017%20BOE%20Self%20Assessment%20Presentation%20REVISED%209-13-17%20for%20BOE%20meeting.pdf
https://www.bhpsnj.org/cms/lib/NJ01001806/Centricity/Domain/4/Elementary%20BOE%20Presentation%209.14.17%20BOE%20Meeting.pdf
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Superintendent’s Report (continued) 

 

 Mrs. Rattner reminded everyone that the district’s Strategic Plan will remain the focus of 

district improvement this year. 

 

 With the Board of Education approving a Shared Services Agreement with Berkeley Heights 

Township, enabling the Berkeley Heights Police Department to provide a Special Class III 

Officer to the school district, Mrs. Rattner emphasized that the Special Class III Officer is 

focused on the security of the schools and assists with establishing a positive rapport between 

the students and the police.  The School Resource Officer (SRO), which has maintained a 

presence in the Berkeley Heights schools for many years, is focused upon education, 

established rapport with the children, and assisting with the safety and security of the 

schools. 

 

 

Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, provided the following 

report: 

 

 Cell Tower: The base for the cell tower has been completed and the tower was installed on 

September 6th.  The fencing around the compound has been installed.  The contractors are 

completing the pad for the Berkeley Heights Police Department Equipment equipment and 

trenching for the conduits for the electricity and fiber which needs to be brought to the pole.  

T-Mobile and Verizon have received their building permits from the township.  These two 

carriers have to install their equipment on the site.  This process takes two-to-three weeks for 

each carrier and the carriers do not work on the site at the same time.  T-Mobile received its 

permits first and will begin their work once the Wireless Edge contractor has completed its 

construction.  

 

Before the cell tower becomes fully functional, the utility companies have to bring electricity 

and fiber to the site.  This work has been ordered.  Once this is complete, the carriers come 

back and connect their equipment to the electric and fiber and test their equipment and 

connections.  The district does not know when the utilities will be installed and this will 

greatly impact the completion date.  The best-case scenario would be for the cell tower to be 

functioning by the end of November.  One of the remaining steps is the landscaping plan and 

replanting of trees.  

 

The school district has received its first check from Wireless Edge and will be receiving 

payment for hosting the tower on a monthly basis moving forward.  As more wireless carriers 

are added to the tower, payments to the district will increase. 
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Facilities Report (continued) 

 

 Turf and Track Replacement: The contractors are currently in the final stages of installing the 

turf field at Governor Livingston.  The synthetic grass has been installed, and the lines and 

logo have been inlaid and painted.  The final steps are to infill the pellets and sand and groom 

the field.  It is anticipated that this will be complete by the middle of next week, in time for 

the September 23rd Governor Livingston varsity football game. 

 

The track & D zones have been milled and repaved.   The paving has to cure for 23 days 

before the contractors can begin laying the track surface.  The track installation process takes 

about 10 days.  There is flexibility with this schedule, and the contractors plan to 

accommodate both the GL Highlander Band Pageant and the Friday night football game 

during ongoing track work.   

 

The district has encountered two issues with the turf and track replacement that have 

impacted both the schedule and the cost of the project.  As discussed at the last Board of 

Education meeting, the dirt that was removed from the site was found to be contaminated 

with benzopyrene and there was a cost to remove the dirt.  The original estimate was that 

there was 1,000 tons of dirt to be removed.  As the dirt was being removed, the contractor 

realized that they had made an error in their calculations and the amount of dirt being 

removed was closer to 3,000 tons.  The cost to remove the dirt is now estimated to be 

approximately $122,000.  The district is still waiting for the final tally of the dirt removal 

cost to get the exact amount of the change order. 

 

When the Board bid this project, the district included an alternate to mill the entire track.  

Only after the top layer of the track is removed can one determine the condition of the base 

layer of the track.  Once the top layer was actually removed, it became apparent that the 

entire track had to be milled.  The cost of the alternate was $42,000.  The architect is 

preparing the final recommendations for both of these conditions. 

 

 Secure Vestibules: The construction work on the vestibules was finished during the last week 

of August and the project is substantially complete.  The vestibules look great and have 

achieved the goal of restricting unnecessary visits to the schools.  The contractor is now 

working on punch list items.  We appreciate the work of the Berkeley Heights Building 

Department and Fire Department in getting our projects finished on time. 

 

 Keyless Entry: The installation of the system is complete and employees have received their 

cards.  As we use the system, different situations arise and we are revisiting our schedules 

and getting feedback from the Berkeley Heights Police Department and District Crisis 

Committee regarding specific access scenarios. 

 

 Camera Upgrades:  This project has been completed at Governor Livingston and the 

upgrades at Columbia and Woodruff are complete as well.  Work on the upgrades for the 

three remaining schools is set to begin next week. 
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Facilities Report (continued) 

 

 Columbia Middle School Sign:  The sign has been installed and is operational.  The 

neighbors were notified about the operating hours of the sign.  District staff members are 

continuing to learn about the capabilities of the sign and how to display and format messages.  

 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

 The First Reading of the following revised and new District Policies: 

 

Evaluation of Superintendent 1240 

Unsafe School Choice Option 2415.06 (New) 

Gifted and Talented Pupils 2464 

Induction Program for Provisional Teachers/District Mentoring Program 3126 

Physical Examination 3160 

Evaluation of Teachers 3221 

Physical Examination 4160 

High School Graduation 5460 

School Security Program 7446 (New) 

 

 Substitute and supplemental personnel for the 2017-2018 fiscal/school year. 

 

 The acceptance of the resignations of the following Paraprofessionals from their positions in 

the Berkeley Heights Public Schools, as indicated: 

 

Name    School    Effective Date 

Janet Davey   Mountain Park   August 16, 2017 

Mary Grace Lyness  Governor Livingston  August 24, 2017 

Stefani Marcazzo   Mountain Park   August 17, 2017 

Alexa Rubino   Governor Livingston  January 12, 2018 

 

 The employment of the following Paraprofessionals in the Berkeley Heights Public Schools, 

as indicated: 

 

Name    School    Effective Date 

Emily Bruno   Governor Livingston  September 1, 2017 

Daniela Kissell   Columbia   September 15, 2017 

Marisa McEwan   Mountain Park   September 1, 2017 

Andrea Candi Miller  McMillin ECC  September 1, 2017 

Emily Peterman   Mountain Park   September 1, 2017 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

 The request of Ms. Lisa DeMarco, Interpreter for the Deaf at Governor Livingston, for an 

unpaid leave of absence in accordance with the New Jersey Family Leave Act from 

September 1, 2017, through October 1, 2017. 

 

 The request of Mrs. Jeannine Kenny, Paraprofessional at McMillin ECC, for an unpaid leave 

of absence for the entire 2017-2018 school year. 

 

 The employment of Ms. Amanda Maikisch as a Substitute/Replacement Grade 5 Teacher at 

William Woodruff School, effective September 1, 2017, through December 11, 2017. 

 

 The acceptance of the resignation of Ms. Lisa White from her position as Part-Time 

Substitute/Replacement Elementary Counselor at Thomas P. Hughes School and Columbia 

Middle School, effective October 21, 2017, or sooner if her replacement can be employed 

prior to that time. 

 

 The acceptance of the resignation of Mrs. Barbara Paone from her position as Lunchroom/ 

Playground Teacher Aide at Thomas P. Hughes School, effective September 22, 2017. 

 

 The acceptance of the resignation of Mrs. Amy Tarabokia from her position as HELP 

Teacher at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective August 11, 2017. 

 

 The employment of Mrs. Lisa Bolton and Mrs. Bethann Nikolich as HELP Teachers at Mary 

Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center for the 2017-2018 school year. 

 

 For the Board of Education to enter into a Shared Services Agreement with Berkeley Heights 

Township, in which the Berkeley Heights Police Department will provide a Class III Special 

Law Enforcement Officer (SLEO) to the school district for the period from August 15, 2017, 

through August 31, 2018. 

 

 To accept the donation of a 2017 Nexhaul trailer to the GLTV program at Governor 

Livingston High School from the members of CAST (Creative Arts Support Team).  The 

estimated value of this trailer is $3,399.99. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued):  

 

 The extra-curricular activities and assignments listed below for the 2017-2018 school year: 

 

William Woodruff School       

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor  
Computer Club Advisor    Stephanie Parrott   

Happy Feet Advisor (50%)   Joseph Reel    

Happy Feet Advisor (50%)   Lauren Ryan     

 

Columbia Middle School       

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor  
Robotics Club Advisor    Thomas Clayton   

Arduino Club Advisor    Michael Riley    

Cheerleader Coach (Winter)   Briana Figueiredo   

Interscholastic Softball Coach   Gary Healey    

Interscholastic Baseball Coach   James Cariello 

 

Governor Livingston High School      

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor  
Jazz Band Director (70%)    Josef Ellis    

Jazz Band Director (30%)    Nicholas O’Sullivan   

Spanish Club/Hon. Soc. Adv. (46%)  Laura Ferreira    

Spanish Club/Hon. Soc. Adv. (46%)  Karina Kennedy   

Spanish Club/Hon. Soc. Adv. (8%)  Heather Hammett   

Assistant Basketball Coach (Girls)  Robert Ritter    

Assistant Basketball Coach (Boys)  Kevin Fontana    

Assistant Basketball Coach (Boys)  Justin Petino    

Assistant Wrestling Coach   Daniel Hilt    

Assistant Ice Hockey Coach   Michael Criscitello   

Assistant Indoor Track Coach   Gary Chan    

Assistant Indoor Track Coach   Lisa Dhaibar    

Assistant Indoor Track Coach   Dominick Mastroianni Jr.   

Assistant Indoor Track Coach   Beryl Roman     

Assistant Indoor Track Coach   Carmin Scuderi   

Assistant Fencing Coach    Ellen Hewett    

Assistant Fencing Coach    Jhon Orozco Arismendy  

Assistant Swimming Coach   Sharon Leahy    

Head Softball Coach    Michael Roof    

Head Baseball Coach    Christopher Roof    

Head Lacrosse Coach (Girls)   Chloe Griffin    

Head Track Coach    Daniel Guyton    

Head Tennis Coach (Boys)   Michael Smookler   

Head Golf Coach     Sharon Leahy    
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The Board of Education will conduct a Regular Meeting on Thursday, September 28, 2017, at 

7:30 p.m. at Columbia Middle School.  The meeting will include a discussion regarding the 

District App, Chromebooks at the elementary schools, and an update regarding the use of 

technology in the classroom.   


